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The Ditch Creek Fire started M onday July 21, 2003 approximately five miles southwest of 
Story, W yoming.The lightning caused fire grew from 70 to 250 acres in one afternoon. The 
fire burned in continuous lodgepole pine which extends all the way to Story. Story residents 
were concerned the fire would reach their town; fortunately it did not, this time! But through 
the National Fire Plan, they are doing something to reduce the threat of wildfire to their 
homes and reducing the risk to fire fighters who may be called upon to protect them.

The Story Fire District applied for state grants funded by the National Fire Plan and 
contracted with a private firm to develop a mitigation plan named the Story W ildfire
Assessment and M itigation Plan (SW AM P). One of the first SW AM P projects, besides public 
education initiatives, was the construction of a 300 ft-wide, 2 mile long fuel break west of 
town.The shaded fuel break (shown above) is 40 percent complete. W yoming Sawmills of 
Sheridan is working with the landowners to do the thinning. The project will be completed in 
2004.

The Bighorn National Forest is also working with Story on the National Forest adjacent to the 
Town and hasdeveloped the Story Fuels Project. The Story Fuels Project on the Tongue 
Ranger District is also funded by the National Fire Plan, and willtreat over 600 acresadjacent
to the town. The contract to thin small trees and brush is currently being prepared and will 
open for bid soon.
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